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praises of a new and young factor lately engaged to
succeed one superannuated, he writes, c I am glad the
new broom is likely to succeed so well.   I should be
sorry, however, that any reflections  on the ancien
regime should come round to the ex-minister and
molest his retirement.'    One of the gravest cases re-
ferred to him for judgment was a difference of opinion
between Lady Elliot and her son's tutor, which arose in
his having struck one of the boys repeatedly in a fit of
anger*   Sir Gilbert's letter in reply to his wife's is a
model of judicious kindness and good sense.   * As Mr,
H.,5 he writes, 6 will naturally suppose that you have
mentioned to me what passed between him and Gilbert,
he may probably be anxious to know my sentiments,
and I should wish to remove as early as possible any
apprehension he may entertain of the impression he
may suppose either the natural feeling of parents or
the circumstances of the case likely to make on my
mind to his disadvantage.   My high opinion of him
and my confidence in him remain unchanged.   It is
not the circumstance of his having punished Gilbert
that I blame in this instance, but the manner in which
it   was done.   I have always leant strongly against
corporal punishment in education, but in a public
school the number of boys makes these short methods
indispensable; and the frequency of such punishment
removes some of its evils, for there is not the same
chance of its breaking or lowering the natural pride or
spirit which ought to be preserved when it is considered
a thing quite of course, and when it is common to all